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MPH ROACH FAMILY ROBINSON." Information from the Bureau of Entomology, 
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“The Swiss family Robinson had nothing on the roach family in the matter of 
Sine to life on a desert isle. Most people and most insects would give up 
sspair at finding themselves shipwrecked on strange unfriendly soil. But not 
ipbinsons--if you remember your story book. And not the roaches either, so 
sientists say. The Robinsons started right in adapting themselves to a new 

discovering food to eat and a safe, comfortable shelter. 


Well, a shipwrecked cockroach family can do just as well--in fact, many 
yne as well since earliest times. It's nothing new in cockroach history 
family to be carried to far lands and put off the boat at a port half way 
_the world. That has happened probably since the first trading ships sailed. 
} cockroach that you see in some American kitchen may have had ancestors 
dined in Chinese temples three thousand years ago, or lived once upon a time 
lscopatra's palace on the Nile. Roaches probably lived with man in earliest 
izations--in the Orient, in Egypt and so on. And when man moved to new 

fies, the roach went along. You can't down one of these insects by trans- 
me him. Put him off the boat in Lapland or Liberia, and he'll make himself 
table in the nearest dwelling that offers shelter, warmth and food. 


The Adam and Eve of the roach tribe were outdoor insects of warm countries 
fived on tropical friits and starchy tubers, as the majority of roaches do 

¥- But when human beings began to puild shelters for themselves, some roach 
4es went indoors or "pecame domesticated," as the saying goes. So they've 
Our house guests or house pests ever since, 


In spite of their long association with man, we still don't find roaches 
ant company. They're unpleasant in appearance, for one thing. They have 
Breeable habits, for another. And they are destructive and wasteful; they 
lo a great deal of damage to food, books, and even shoes and furniture and 
i clothes, if you give them the opportunity. 

‘ is 

_ Most people kmow a roach or "water bug" when they see one of these dark, 

» Slippery flat insects scurrying away toward the nearest crack for safety. 
s have heads bent under their bodies, long slender antennae, strong legs 
Tistles, and jaws strong enough to devour all sorts of substances. The 

have two pairs of wings; the females often are wingless. But all kinds 
jeties of house roaches are speed artists--make off with that rapid, 

@, Nervous gait when discovered. 
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i, In houses their haunts are pantries and kitchens or anywhere where they 

Poth warmth and food. They're often thick in the oven rooms of bakeries or 

rever the temperature is unusually warn. They always thrive best in a warm 

ace SO the farther South you live, the more likely you are to have trouble with 

sm. During the day they hide behind baseboards or in cracks. Their flat thin 
es allow them to squeeze in very small places. Night is their time to go 


gad in search of food. 


_-Roaches aren't very particular about their menus. They'll feed on almost 
dead animal matter, on cereal products and food of all sorts. They'11 also 
eir own cast skins and egg cases and sometimes even other roaches. They'll 
8 t or gnaw woolens, and the leather in shoes and furniture. In many libra- 

3 they've done a good deal of damage to books. They eat both the cloth and 

eather bindings and seem to be very fond of the sizing or paste used in 


_ This is enough to make us dislike the cockroach. But he has an even more 
rreeable trait. He soils everything he touches and leaves an offensive 

ming odor behind him on shelves, dishes, food, everything. And this dis- 

me smell is stubborn. The only way to remove it from shelves and dishes and 


m is with soap and boiling water. Of course, food tainted this way is ruined. 
ing to do but throw it out. 


Well, it's no disgrace to find a roach in your home, but it is usually a 
ection on your housekeeping if roaches thrive under your roof. Roaches can 
in in so many different ways--with furniture, for example, or with other 
lies. Then, some roaches are naturally travelers anyway, and migrate from 
house to another. Scientists in the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quaran- 
in Washington once saw an army of thousands of roaches leaving a building, 
rently in search of a more favorable location. But unless they find plenty 
ood and comfortable quarters in your house, roaches won't stay long. One of 
Dest ways to prevent as well as to get rid of these pests is to starve them 
Keep all food supplies in the refrigerator or in insect-proof containers 
tas tight tin boxes. Be sure your kitchen is kept absolutely clean, no food 
lied in out-of-the-way places, no crumbs or flour in cracks, all garbage con- 
iners tightly covered, and all sinks and drains clean. 


t 


Of course, you can use special methods to drive them out, such as certain 

Wms or repellents, or fumigation, or traps. But roaches are very wary about 
caught this way. They haven't lived under the same roof with man all these 

usands of years without learning how to protect themselves against him. 

acnes, for example, readily detect arsenic. But sodium fluoride has proved to 
B good poison to use against them. The only disadvantage in using it is that 

is dangerous to children and pets as well as roaches. Powdered borax and 

rethrum are substances that do well as repellents. And--but why should I go 

60 more details when you yourself can have a Department of Agriculture bulletin 


fing you all about cockroaches and how to get rid of them. 


Send a postcard to the Department of Agriculture at Washington, D.C., and 
r the bulletin on cockroaches, Farmers! Bulletin 658 It will = pare 
ou the best methods the scientists have discovered for ridding your house 


lis pest. Copies are free as long as the supply lasts. 
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